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Introduction 

  

 May 18th, 1927. Bath, Michigan. Andrew P. Kehoe, frustrated by a pending 

foreclosure on his ranch and infuriated over high taxes levied upon him to pay for the 

tiny villageôs school, tied his wife to a small milk cart, bludgeoned her to death, and then 

set his farm ablaze with her body still tied near  the rickety  hen coup. He loaded his truck 

with dynamite and old, rusty machinery and drove to the crowde d school just eight 

miles northeast of Lansing and detonated the vehicle. Thirty -eight children and six 

adults were killed  in all , including the Kehoes. It was the worst ever intentional mass 

killing of schoolchildren in the United States. A few days later, Charles Lindbergh 

successfully crossed the Atlantic and the devastation in Michigan quickly retreated from 

the frontlines of newsworthy stories. The devastation had simply disappeared into 

history as fast as it had erupted. 

 The devastating effectiveness of improvised explosive devices (IED) ï whether of 

the vehicular- (VBIED)  or pedestrian-borne (PBIED) variety ï is definitely not a new 

phenomenon by any stretch of the imagination. The ñPhilosophy of the Bombò, indeed, 

has been around almost from the moment that man first fused raw hatred with 

gunpowder.1 Today, the destructive power of the IED is nearly limitless ï such as the 

2,000 -pound tamper-proof device that destroyed Harveyôs Casino in 1980.2 In the  

eternal battle between Chechen separatists and Russian soldiers, IEDs took on several 

designs that would appear years later in Iraq. These included books that detonated when 

opened, beer cans that blew up when the tab was pulled, and flashlights that killed their 

users when turned on.3 

 The word ñimprovisedò bears scrutiny . Any object that you come into contact 

with may conceal explosives. A soda can, a leather satchel, a delivery van, or, more 

disturbingly, the body of any one of the shoppers passing you by while you shop. How 

will you k now? How will you know that the  iPod®  being enjoyed by the fellow sitting 

next to you on the bus isnôt really packed with explosives? What about the new air 

conditioning unit being installed  within your office?  What of the fire extinguisher sitting 

a few feet away from your desk at this very moment? The truth is, you simply canôt. Not 

unless you remain one step ahead of the terrorists out to kill you and therein remains  a 

significant challenge. How do you know from where a terrorist is likely to attack? By 

understanding what is ñnormalò within your environment, and what is not. 

 

 

http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bauerle/nyt520.txt
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bauerle/nyt519.txt
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bauerle/disaster.htm
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bauerle/disaster.htm
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Improvised Mayhem 

 

 Undoubtedly, weôve all heard of the notorious pipe bomb 

ï a simple metal casing filled with gunpowder or some other 

explosive, sealed at both ends, and touched off with a fuse or a 

mechanical or electrical device such as Hollywoodôs favorite 

alarm clock. Many of us types that were more rambunctious  in 

our hobbies may even have experimented with just such devices 

when we were children. The difference being, of course, is that 

our stupidity was not intentionally dangerous to our neighbors. 

If you saw a device such as that pictured to the left hiding within the shrubbery at your 

office building, you would immediately know that it was not t he mere prank of a 

student. Or was it? Again, you do not know and so your first course of action would have 

been to clear the immediate area and inform the 

authorities. PRONTO! 

 Where the danger is intensified vis-à-vis youthful 

experimentation is that terrorist improvised explosive 

devices often contain booby traps to prevent technicians 

from rendering  them safe (see photograph at right).  This 

means that you should immediately think of the following 

if you were ever to encounter a suspicious object: 

¶ The device likely contains both explosives and a 

mechanism to disperse shrapnel (roofing nails, 

razor blades, pieces of glass, ball bearings, etc.); 

¶ The device likely contains one or more methods of initiation   and just being ñtoo 

closeò may be ñtoo lateò for your safety and survival; 

¶ The surrounding area may contain secondary devices or other ñambushesò 

designed to inflict harm on those approaching the device. 

Remember, IEDs are designed to kill and/or maim; the more complicated the device 

appears the more likelihood its designer added ñextrasò to increase its lethality. 

 Merely providing any encountered device a wide berth may not be sufficient. 

Your best course of action ï as far as permissible ï is to retreat along the exact path 

from whence you came. You may not be able to see, for instance, the faint filament line 


